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Our need to address material events into larger contexts, might it be technological or social, 
is growing in order to create an awareness of such and find ways of dealing within.  
This workshop aims at material experimentation on natural phenomena as a design practice  
and gives you methodologically a perspective on practice-based reasoning in complex 
frameworks.  
 
We will mainly be working with different qualities of water vapour, such as its condensation  
behaviour and its ability to carry flavour or propagate sound. We will use anything and  
everything at our disposal, as long as it´s not our computer.

Brief:



First of all, we are taking a phenomenological approach on evaporating, pouring and  
freezing water to observe its qualities differently – boiling and condensation, dropping 
sounds, windy noise amongst others. Therefore three metal sheets will be installed, one at 
>200°C, 25°C, <-30°C as reaction platforms for water droplets.  
Additionally, a diagram will help us to classify our results. 
 
Water – What do we see?
We will observe the material qualitatively (describing its qualities through our senses) an 
measure it quantitatively (thermostat,..). This results in decision-making processes on further 
tools and materials to design with, such as hammering, carving frozen water or trying to 
catch water mist in a bag) 
 
Water – What do we think of?
We can think of different contexts on different time and spatial scales (microscale, human 
scale, social scale, ecological scale) 

Exercise 1 – Water:



Furthermore, we are investigating in water with heating systems inside hermetic containers. 
While diving into the four different scales, we have discussed, water vapor becomes a  
coating agent on receptive micro-surface structures, a carrier for various flavors in a  
culinary event, a framework for social interactions or simulator for weather forecasting. 
  
The generated gaseous material imposes its own rules while being designed to study  
supposedly well-known processes through heating up, cooling down, waiting, heating again 
and so on. Therefore, observe patiently the interactions of water and the environment already 
happening without your interventions.  
You can work in groups. 
 
Also, add additional materials if needed to create an atmosphere on the scale of your choice. 
Take pictures and videos of the highly ephemeral moments and try to write on the protocol 
sheets, what you have used. The given tools should be seen as a proposal and so you are 
invited to tweak it! 

Exercise 2:
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