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This documentation gathers the process and 

outcomes of the three days workshop on  

developing a sensory design dictionary to  

exploring the haptic potentials of industrial 

materials.

The workshop was led by Masayo Ave, the 

founder of »Haptic Interface Design Institute« 

within the framework of the semester project 

»Materiality & Sensorial Research« supervised 

by Prof. Dr. Zane Berzina, taking place at  

weissensee kunsthochschule berlin, Textile- 

and Surface Design, in April 2015.
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W O R K S H O P

Introduction of the students to Masayo Ave‘s 

sensory design research method to explore po-

tentials of industrial material. Each student  

carefully passed through the three steps method 

expanding own sensory experience from natural 

materials to industrial materials and challenge 

to formulate them into a single artifact. Their fi-

nal experiments  were concluded as a  »sensory 

design dictionary«, which are composed of  

sensory artifacts with original and individual 

given names which express material‘s sensory 

character. 
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E X E R C I S E  I

M a k i n g  a  H a p t i c  D i c t i o n a r y

Starting with natural material hunting exercise 

in Tiergarten, the students sort, edit and in-

dividualize a variety of texture and create new 

onomatopoeia-words that describe the emo-

tions of touch.
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material collection

h a p t i c  d i c t i o n a r y
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e x e r c i s e  I h a p t i c  d i c t i o n a r y
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discussing and exploring



e x e r c i s e  I h a p t i c  d i c t i o n a r y

pham

goom

loom

krah

fhuii

kriz

geem

shrah
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e x e r c i s e  I h a p t i c  d i c t i o n a r y

moi

kraschma

kaschkrat-krat

kadt

shoi
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E X E R C I S E  I I

M a k e  –  D o  i t  H A P T I C

Exploring the potential of materials with 

a plain sheet of paper: a basic exercise of 

material engineering. 
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e x e r c i s e  I I m a k e  –  d o  i t  h a p t i c
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e x e r c i s e  I I m a k e  –  d o  i t  h a p t i c
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E X E R C I S E  I I I

S e n s o r y  D e s i g n  D i c t i o n a r y

Exploring the haptic potential of industrial 

materials.
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pham

krasch

moi

geem-moi
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